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Dr. James B. Rhoads 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives aad 
Records Service 
Washington, D. C. 204M 
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This is la reply to the letter ni Mr. James E. 0*Me^ ] 
Acting Archivist of the United States, to me on January 25, 1977."m 
his letter Mr. O'Neill advised that he would be happy to>«^rjify any 

of th ^w 





Dear Dr. Rhoads: 



I5'0 



possible misunderstanding on the part of the staff i 



louse Select 



Committee r>n Awjta «gin^ons regarding the purpose of the Borean's 
nquesTto examine ti^ boll^ from the rifle of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

M a telephone conversathMi between Mr. O'Neill and my represeidatlve 
on January 27, 1977, Mr. O’Neill requested that Congressman Henry B. 
Gonzalez have a representative present daring any meeting with FBI 
personnel to discuss our access to the test ballets. 1 do not fdel that 
it is necessary for a representative of the FBI to 'participate in resolving 
the issues raised by Mr. O'Neill sad these staff members. 1 would like 
to remind you that the FBI coutinues to have the responsibility for the 
Investigation into the aesaeelnation of Presideat John F. Kennedy. 

Further delay in famishing es with test samples that were originally 
developed in onr laboratory only serves to postpone the resolution if 
tills question. When yon have resolved tiie issuee between Mr. O'Neill 

aad C<»greasmaa Gonzalez, please advise me so that necess ary arrange- 

ments may be made for oor ope of thes* test ballets for comparison 
purposes. 1 have prevloasly advised you that the FBI has coo^ra^ 1977 
folly with Mr. Richard A. Sprague, Director of the Commit^, ^ 

and we have fomished the CommitiJM with ^ results of our ta v e st i a ati s a- 
into the aeeaseiaatlou of President Kminedy. X would like to reassure 
you that the results of examinations of eridenee conducted in this 



will eontinae to be avanpi't* Committee* 
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s^^atter 



CONTINUED - OVER 
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Dr. James B. Rhoads 




I look forward to an early resolution of this matter in 
order for the FBI to discharge its responsibUities in our investigation 
into the assassination of President John F, Kennedy. 

Sincerely yours, 
o’w.KellBy 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 



1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosure 
Office of Legislative Affairs 

Note: Pursuant to a letter from James E. O’Neill, Acting Archivist of the 
U^ted S^es, to the Director dated January 25, 1977, SA Danny O. Coulson. 
Office of Congress iimal Affairs, Legal Counsel Division, telephonically 
contacted Mr. O’Neill to arrange for a meeting between O’Neill and 
i^puty Assistant Director Thomas F. Kelleher, Jr. . of the Scientific and 
Technical Services Division, regarding the Bureau’s request for access 
to the test bullets fired from the rifle of Lee Harvey Oswald. O’Neill 
^vised that it would be necessary to notify Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez 
to designate a representative to attend this meeting and requested a letter 
from the Director advising of our desire to discuss this matter with him. 

It is the opinion of the Legal Counsel Div^ion that the Bureau should not 
be a party to negotiations between O'Neill and representatives of 
Mr. Gonzalez dealing with issues that were raised by those parties, tt 
is felt that the issues raised previously by O’Neill and staff members of 
the House Select Committee on Assassinations should be resolved by those 
individuals and that the Bureau should continue its request for access 
to the questioned test bullets. , 
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